








 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church! 
 Would you like to  become a Registered Parishioner?                        

We are so blessed to have you with us today and every day!  Our liturgies are made better by your 
presence and  participation.  We hope that you find the experience here at  St. Mary’s to be a warm 
and inspiring                                experience of the  Eucharist and the faith that we profess. If you are 
not registered and would like to be, please fill out the form  below and mail it to the Parish  office at 
P.O. Box 456 Minooka, Il 60447. 

Name_____________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________ 

City______________________________________________ 

State______________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________ 

 Thank you! 

* If you have moved, changed your email address or phone  number please let us know! 

 

 

                   St. Mary's Book Club 
  
Our next selection is "I Really Needed This            
Today" by Hoda Kotb. This is a collection of 
365 sayings and quotes based on people and 
experiences the author has known. It is a book 
that the author says she hopes will comfort or 
motivate you. What better time to read this than 
during a pandemic! 

Please plan on joining us in our "Zoom              
meeting" discussion on Tuesday, Feb 16th, at 
6:30 p.m. Copies of the book are available at 
the Minooka Public Library. Both in person and 
curbside pick up are available. Call the library 
(815-467-1600) or Mary(815-467-9577) for              
details.  Please have your library card available 
when you pick up. All are welcome!   

 
 
 

Attention High School                        
Seniors 

 
 

Scholarships available to our                                          
High School Seniors; 

 
 Our very own St. Mary’s Scholarship –                   
sponsored by our Parish, Corned Beef Dinner 
Committee, the Ladies of our CCW, and the 
men of our Knights of Columbus.  Open to all 
St. Mary’s parishioners that are High School 
Seniors. Applications due back March 15th. 

   
                                  
Please pick up application for all the details 
   Available to be picked up off Porch of Rectory  
 

 
Don’t miss out on this                   

opportunity for A                           
Scholarship.   



Saturday, February 13  5:00pm   Doris McBroom          Helen Furto & Family 
Sunday, February 14  7:30am   Tom Flavin          John & Maureen Kinopeck 
    9:00am   The Unborn 
              11:00am               Ruettiger Children          Bernadine & Daniel  Talarico 
Monday, February 15  8:30am   Communion Service 
Tuesday, February 16  8:30am   Kay Miller            Pat & Judy Tierney 
Wednesday, February 17 6:30am                Fr. Tuan’s Parents           Fr. Tuan                     
Ash Wednesday 
    8:30am               June Shafer            Fr. Tuan  
    4:30pm-5:30pm             Drive-up Ashes 
    7:00pm   Kathleen Ponzo O’Neil           Dave & June Battey  
Thursday, February 18  8:30am   Fr. Tuan’s Brothers           Fr. Tuan 
Friday, February 19              8:30am   Bernice Demick           The Family 
Saturday, February 20  5:00pm   Parishioners 
Sunday, February 21  7:30am   Mitzi Haley 
    9:00am   Fr. Mark Fracaro 
              11:00am   Larry Nelson            Cheryl Nelson & Family 
       Rex & Ben Easton           Elizabeth & Michael Hanson

Mass Intentions 

Ann Tyrell 
Jim Homa                                            

Thomas McDonald                               
Denise Tonarelli 

Kimberly Gaydula 
Dylan Pickett 

Sandra Severson 
Paul Thien phu   

 Kevin McEvilly     
Nichole Reisberg 
Taryn Schrader 

Madeline Jandjeska 
Dominic Boblak  

Robyn Bumgarner   
Perez Family 

Brody Roberts 

Don Ruettiger 
Deidra Hogan 

Al Soley 
Bill Stafford 
Judy Stafford 

Fr. Jim Lennon 
Peter Lehner 

Jerry & Lorraine                     
Davidson      

    Catherine Dunbar 
         Karen Steppe 

Jim Copeland 
Tim Beshoar 

Special Intention 
Zach Sing 

Lonnie Barutello 

  This Week candles were lit for : 
Protection of all life from the 
moment of conception until 
natural death. 
Police & Firefighters 
An end to the Corona Virus 

 

If you would like to have               
a  candle lit in the candle area 
near the Virgin Mary Statue                         
outside, for a special                          
intention, please call the                     
rectory at  815-467-2233. 

Please pray for the sick  

Also Pray for  

LIGHT A CANDLE    



Dear RE Families 
 
     As a reminder, grades K-7 will NOT have class Ash Wednesday. We are doing this to give families an opportunity to 
come to either our Drive Thru Ash Service in the Parish Center rear parking lot or the Ash Wednesday Mass at 7pm in 
the Church. Please make your reservations as soon as you can for the Mass. There is no reservations needed for the 
Drive Thru service. Please see our website and Facebook page for the traffic flow pattern.  
 
 
      Unfortunately we will not be having a parent Ash Wednesday Service as we normally do                
because of CoVid restrictions. 
 
 
     8th Grade RE will still be in session and will receive ashes during class. 
 
God Bless, 
 
 Deacon Fred Ban 
Director of Faith Formation 
St. Mary's Minooka 
 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Free to anyone who can use them. 
If  anyone knows of anyone who could 
use some gently used ladies clothes  
Jeans size 28x30,blouses and sweaters 
size medium and a few large, please call 
Kathy O’Hagan at 815-467-4228.   

Thank you. 



Question of the Week 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

 
We have a few questions this week about Ash Wednesday: 
 
When was the first Ash Wednesday celebrated? 
 
Early Christians celebrated the first Ash Wednesday sometime around the Early Middle Ages, 
Panula said. Msgr. Kevin Irwin, a liturgy specialist at Catholic University, said the practice  
started in the 10th century and became an official liturgy in the 13th century. 
 
Is Ash Wednesday a Roman Catholic observance? 
 
Catholics are not the only group observing Ash Wednesday. Anglicans/Episcopalians,                       
Lutherans, United Methodists and other liturgical Protestants partake in receiving ashes.                 
Historically, the practice has not been common among evangelicals. 
 
Panula said Muslims, Jews and even people who aren’t religious can honor the tradition as a reminder of man’s                     
shortcomings. “People recognize that it is a symbol of our mortality,” he said. “It gives us a profound sense that we are 
mortal, and Ash Wednesday is a reminder of that.” 
 
In a typical Ash Wednesday service, a minister recites Genesis 3:19 — “For dust you are and to dust you shall return” — 
while applying the ashes in the shape of a cross on the recipient’s forehead. 
 
Does the service have to be performed in a church? 
 
No. While Catholics almost always receive the ashes inside a church, people in other religious traditions now celebrate 
the ritual without necessarily having to step foot inside a church. Some churches offer “ashes to go,” which gives busy 
participants the option of receiving ashes on a street corner, at a train station or in some other public venue. A state-by-
state list of churches in the U.S. that administer on-the-go ashes can be found at Ashestogo.org. A pastor, deacon or lay 
person can administer the ashes. For Catholics, Ash Wednesday rites usually (but not always) consist of Mass. 
 
What do the ashes on the forehead represent? 
 
The ashes are a profound symbolism for observers. Ash Wednesday is not an official “holy day of obligation” for                         
Catholics, but it is a deeply ingrained tradition, even for people who may not be particularly observant. The ashes — a 
traditional sign of mourning and repentance — are meant to remind people that life is short. 
 
“It is a time for Christians to carry the cross,” Panula said. “The observance is a symbol of our Lord emblazoned on the 
forehead of Christians.” 
 

 
Our Saint this week is: St Casmir: 
 
Casimir grew up in a world where his life was not his own. As a prince of Poland, the second son of King Casimir IV 
and Elizabeth of Austria, his life was scheduled to cement his father's authority and increase Poland's power. 
 
Casimir realized from an early age that his life belonged to someone else, but to a much higher King than his father. 
Despite pressure, humiliation, and rejection, he stood by that loyalty through his whole life. 
 
Born the third of thirteen children in 1461, Casimir was committed to God from childhood. Some of that commitment 
was the result of a tutor, John Dlugosz, whose holiness encouraged Casimir on his own journey 
 



Thank you for your Financial Support 

 
Shining the Light of Christ through the 2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 

 
Pledge your gift to the CMAA 

This is Commitment Weekend for the 2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 
(CMAA).  Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support our annual appeal and 
help our parish reach its $42,100 goal.  

Because not all of us have returned to worshiping in person, our Pastor is mailing a  
packet to parishioners this week.  Included will be the envelope many of us use to make 
a gift at Mass, as well as more information on how the CMAA shines the light of Christ 
not only in our parish, but across the diocese.  

Seventy percent of any amount we raise over our goal will be returned to our parish , for 
our needs.  To make a gift, complete and return your pledge envelope in the mail, visit 
jolietdioceseappeal.org or text DONATE to (815) 205-1949. 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you so much for your financial support to St. 
Mary’s, especially through this time of Pandemic. It’s  
people like you that have made this Parish what it is                   
today. 

CollecƟon Totals for the Weekend of: February 6/7, 2021   

     

 Collected Online Total  
Weekly Offering $16,369.93  $3,643.25  $20,013.18   
Foundaton for Faith $8,440.30  $273.00  $8,713.30   
Major Maintenance $542.00  $153.00  $695.00   
Needy in Community $377.00  $68.00  $445.00   
Christmas $100.00  $50.00  $150.00   
LaƟn America & Africa $95.00  $0.00  $95.00   
YTD Weekly Offering Collected $247,302.06     

YTD Weekly Offering Needed $269,803.84      

     

December 31, 2020  Loan Balance  $39,716.63 Thank you  
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